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What are pixels?

• A pixel is the smallest unit of a digital image or graphic that can be 
displayed and represented on a digital display device.

• pix = picture, el = element





The origin of Digital Literature or Electronic 
Literature
• The post-modern era of the 1950s

• Time of atom bomb fear… this led people move towards more abstract and non-
traditional era

• Art underwent a major change… art was presented in 3D… themes were abstract

• Tim Burton

• Salman Rushdie

• Quentin Tarantino

• Tony Morrison









A story to start with…







Digital literature vs literature on the web





Digital literature (DL)

• There are many definitions to this phrase…
• Literature made of texts that were created digitally, and that are meant to be 

read on a computer. [http://eliterature.org/pad/elp.html]

• ELO - Electronic Literature Organization defines DL as Work with an important 
literary aspect that takes advantage of the capabilities and context provided 
by the stand-alone or networked computer. 
[https://directory.eliterature.org/article/4573 ]

• It is a new medium for literature that takes advantage of technology to both 
create and present a piece of literature. 
[https://dlsanthology.mla.hcommons.org/electornic-literature-contexts-and-
poetics/ ]

http://eliterature.org/pad/elp.html
https://directory.eliterature.org/article/4573
https://dlsanthology.mla.hcommons.org/electornic-literature-contexts-and-poetics/


Digital literature vs literature on the web

• If a novel or a short story has been written on a word document and
if it is printed… that is not an example of digital literature

• But if a novel is written and published on a blog page or a social
media website and the readers access and interpret it using a
computer or a smartphone… that is digital literature.



Genres of Digital Literature





Memes

MEME STORIES





Hypertext fiction

• This term was coined by Theodore Nelson, Hypertext fiction is a genre 
of Electronic Literature which is made up of non sequential and 
interlinking lexia.

• In the 90s, these literary works have been written using software like 
Storyspace, Hypercard and so on. 

• Currently, HTML programing language is being used to produces these 
works.



https://bookriot.com/a-guide-to-hypertext-literature/

https://bookriot.com/a-guide-to-hypertext-literature/


Video poetry

We Keep Searching



Video poetry

https://youtu.be/Rv70rKU-A6c

https://youtu.be/Rv70rKU-A6c


Interactive fiction

• An adventure or mystery story, usually presented as a video game in 
which the player or reader is given choices as to how the storyline is 
to develop or the mystery is to be solved.



Interactive fiction… (cont.)

• Some early examples are digital games from the 70s and 80s like Zork
and Enchanter.



THANK YOU


